at the next hearing there were seventeen prisoners, and it
was necessary to guard the Courthouse with a strong de-
tachment of military and police : the road from the gaol to
the Court was thronged by the people : newspaper corre-
spondents from all over the world were present ; and now
the story of the Phoenix Park enquiry repeated itself. One
of the prisoners, Pat Hanlon, implicated by Rose Reilly's
evidence, disappeared from the dock, and appeared in the
witness-box. His story was that he had gone out to collect
branches in the wood, when he saw four of the prisoners go
into the wood at Barbavilla, and then, after six shots were
fired, come running out of the wood, scattering in different
directions. After Hanlon came forward, all the seventeen
prisoners were committed for trial at the Commission Court
in Green Street at the next Assizes, fifteen months after the
murder.
On the nth December, 1883, the evidence against four
men who had been identified as those who had stolen down
to Barbavilla Wood on the day of the murder was put before
the grand jury, who were asked to find a " true bill " against
them all for the murder of Mrs. Smythe ; but, as a result,
they only found such a " true bill " against Robert Elliott,
while against the others they only found a true bill cc of
conspiring to murder William Barlow Smythe." The Crown
elected to proceed against all four prisoners, including
Elliott, on the latter charge.
At the trial before the Lord Chief Justice in Green Street,
the Crown were represented by the McDermot, Q.C., and
Peter O'Brien, Q.C., afterwards Attorney-Generals respec-
tively to Mr. Gladstone and Lord Salisbury, and Constan-
tine Molley, Q,.C. The McDermot was also the Prince of
Koolavin and a great hereditary Irish chieftain, and is one
of the few examples 'of an aristocrat who has made a success
as a lawyer. Peter O'Brien was surnamed " The Packer,'*
and much is recorded of him in a later chapter. The
prisoners were represented by Dr. Boyd, Q,.C., and Mr.
Edward Carson. There were numerous challenges of jury-
men before the trial began.
The Crown witnesses, whose evidence has already been